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2d MSS, 2d LRS reinvent AEF wheel with back to basics

BY J. MANNY GUENDULAY
THE BOMBARDIER

After a close examination of the base deployment
process, members of two 2d Mission Support Group
squadrons are charged with improving the knowledge base
of how Barksdale deploys.

Maj. Nathan Mooney, 2d Logistics Readiness Squadron
commander, said Col. Michael Moeller, 2d Bomb Wing
commander, asked leadership in the 2d LRS and the 2d
Mission Support Squadron to review the deployment
process and find a way to improve it. Both squadrons were
tasked because they are the wing’s two major process own-
ers for deployments with 2d LRS being the overall mobil-

Water fight

Col. Charles Rathke, former 8th Air Force director of staff, is hosed down after his final flight Feb. 17 by
his son Jason, as another son, Zachary, looks on. Colonel Rathke’s flight was unique because his old-
est son, 1st Lt. Erik Rathke, a C-17 Globemaster pilot stationed at Charleston Air Force Base, S.C., flew
with him on the mission. Colonel Rathke retired Feb. 18 after more than 29 years of service.

Tech. Sgt. Denise Rayder/2d CS

ity machine owner and 2d MSS owning the personnel
readiness unit.

“We put together a tiger team of people from 2d LRS
and 2d MSS that did a top-to-bottom review of the wing’s
deployment process,” Major Mooney said. “From this re-
view, the tiger team was able to come up with a solid game
plan to validate and refine our Air Expeditionary Force
process, educate the wing on AEF requirements, and com-
municate lessons learned through cross-functional meet-
ings and discussions.”

The most tangible outcome of the deployment review
became the “AEF Back to Basics” education program,
three specially designed courses to provide a better under-
standing of the roles of Airmen while they participate in an
AEF cycle.

Capt. Gregory Boschert, 2d Logistics Readiness
Squadron installation deployment officer, who developed
the classes, said the classes target specific people.

“There are three levels of AEF training for wing mem-
bers,” Captain Boschert said. “AEF 101 is for everyone in
the wing, unit deployment management training for UDMs
(unit deployment managers), and squadron commander
training.”

Captain Boschert said all three classes cover individual
readiness, tasking notification to the base and the individ-
ual, processing requirements, deployment lines, departing
the base and the redeployment process.

“The most in-depth class is the UDM class, with the
AEF 101 class designed to give the average Airman an
overall picture of why we do what we do before a deploy-
ment, and how important they are, as Airmen, to the AEF,”
Captain Boschert said.

“Expeditionary is the program’s focus as it describes the
culture of the Air Force of today,” said Maj. Rose Jourdan,
2d MSS commander. “We need to make sure our force is
ready to deploy and we have validated the process and ed-
ucated everyone on their responsibilities so we can meet
the needs of the deployed commanders as efficiently and
effectively as possible.

see Back to basics on Page 6
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Base plans busy March

Month of activities provides opportunities for success

BY COL. MICHAEL MOELLER
2D BoMB WING COMMANDER

The Bombardier {(
Vision

The 2d Bomb Wing is first ... in peace ...
in war ... to victory!

Mission
Exceptional warriors ready now to pro-
vide responsive, flexible and accurate
bomber combat power and operational

support to warfighting commanders.
Anytime, anywhere.

Vector

otal focus on mission excellence

Next week, the 2d Bomb Wing wel-
comes Air Combat Command inspec-
tors to Barksdale for a Nuclear Surety
Staff Assistance Visit. Once again we
will demonstrate how well we under-
stand the tremendous responsibility
associated with safely and securely
accomplishing our Strategic Command
mission.

After that, we will welcome all the
8th Air Force wing commanders and
command chiefs for an 8th Air Force
commanders conference. Then we will
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Work together — take care of each

send an operations and maintenance team to Minot
for two weeks so they can train in a major joint ex-
ercise. Our plate is full during the month of
March!

I know how busy the mighty Deuce is — every
day our warriors are out taking care of the critical
tasks that keep the base running or training for
their expeditionary requirements while producing
an incredible amount of B-52 sorties to ensure our
fighting edge is honed and ready. Additionally we
are deploying or assisting our warriors who are re-
turning home from their aerospace expeditionary
force taskings. The battle rhythm of the wing never
slows and rarely allows us to take a deep breath!

My point is that we must focus and refocus on
mission excellence — it is what our Air Force de-
mands and what Americans expect from us.

As professional warriors, we must ensure we are
not ever distracted from our business of taking the

fight to the enemy anytime, anywhere. We have
chosen a tough profession where the only measure
of success is first place, so staying focused on job
knowledge, compliance and accountability is the
only way to stay on top. There is no room for
those who cut corners or cannot consistently meet
our standards, and we simply cannot afford to tol-
erate criminal behavior.

Make no mistake; Barksdale has an extremely
demanding pace with a constant stream of visitors,
continuous infrastructure improvements and a
heavy maintenance and flying training requirement
for new B-52 aviators, missions and weapons.
However, our primary job is to provide Strategic
Command and the other combatant commanders
with the full range of long-range airpower capabil-
ities. We are now and will continue to be on watch
and ready so we can stay “first in peace, first in
war and first to victory!”

Action line: Playground rules

Query: I live in the older houses
near Fairchild Avenue and Bong
Boulevard on the main base. Is
there was a possibility of build-
ing a playground in the open
field area of housing? The new-
er houses on the main base have
a playground area. Why not the

older housing?

Response: There are no plans in
the Barksdale general plan to con-

the protection of visual effects
and preservation of the historic in-
tegrity of the Barksdale Historic
District. I recommend you use the

other to build trust and teamwork

Offer opportunities for personal and
professional wellness and growth

Action Line 456-4000

actionline@barksdale.af.mil

The Action Line is an avenue
for complaints, suggestions and
kudos on services provided at
Barksdale. Comments can help
make the base a better place.

Although the Action Line is
always available for use, the best
and fastest way to resolve prob-
lems is through the chain of
command or the organization
involved.

Individuals are encouraged to
go that route first. If the problem
1s still unresolved, call the
Action Line and the appropriate
base agency will address the
problem. Positive feedback

Col. Michael Moeller
2d Bomb Wing commander

struct a playground in the area
you describe because it is desig-
nated as specific open space and
must be maintained as such for

playgrounds conveniently located
in the new historically compatible
area and the one located near the
child development center.

AAFES Admin Office ..741-3243

about Barksdale is also encouraged. Please leave a name
and phone number when calling the Action Line as more
information may be needed.

Key Customer Service Numbers
Facilities and Utilities . .456-3072

Base Operator ....... 456-1110 Fraud Waste and Abuse456-1000

. BX ... 752-9227 Housing ............ 456-4324

Don’t drink Casualty Office ...... 456-2212 Inspector General . . ..456-5049
. I CiviianPay ......... 456-2741 Law Enforcement . . . .. 456-2551

Civilian Personnel . .. .456-4502 Legal Assistance .. ... 456-2561

and drlve' Claims Office ........ 456-2563 Military Pay ......... 456-4733
Call AADD Clinic Patient Advocate 456-6361 Military Personnel . ...456-2117
Commissary ......... 456-8263 Retiree Activities Office 456-4480

456-3344 Contracting . . ........ 456-2113 Safety .............. 456-2569
Directory Assistance ..456-2252 Services . ........... 456-2475

Environmental Flight . .456-4629 Travel Pay .......... 456-2766
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The most important core value to me

By MAJ. Topp EPPLER
2D MEDICAL SUPPORT SQUADRON COMMANDER

Whenever | am asked about Air Force core val-
ues my first thought is “service before self.”

I have had many conversations with people
about its meaning and [ have been told by some
that they don’t think it is right to put “the service”
before their families or their own needs. I have
even been told that priorities are God, family and
job — in that order. I think these people are trying
to say it is important to have balance in their lives
and they don’t want to neglect important aspects of
life other than their professional careers. Frankly, |
think they have a point and are on the right track
but are missing the real meaning behind “service
before self.”

To me, “service” means there are times in life
when sacrifices must be made for the greater good,
and that is a concept totally foreign to many people
today. We have grown up in an era where very few
sacrifices on our part have been required. In my
own life, [ am challenged to remember that I have
been blessed with so much and just how easy |
have it. I have never known real hunger or physical
deprivation. I have never spent years away from
my family while fighting for the freedom of others.
I have never had to flee my home and country to
escape tyranny. I am thankful for the great free-
doms we have in America and yet sometimes won-
der if I wouldn’t be more appreciative if I had ex-
perienced the hardships of those who have gone
before us.

That is what I believe the message of “service
before self” truly embodies. It should be a re-

minder of those brave individuals who gave up all
they had to ensure freedom was available for gen-
erations to come. It is hard for me to imagine any-
one telling John Hancock not to sign the
Declaration of Independence because it might harm
his family.

There was very real danger in store for every
one of our founding fathers and I am certain many
people thought they were crazy for acting on their
ideals. I am eternally grateful they were willing.
While I probably will never be asked to confront
such danger, the question I must ask myself is, am
I willing to face it? Am I willing to sacrifice all my
comforts in order to serve my country and fellow
man? I am so amazed, when I take the time to
think about it, that so many of you, my fellow
Airmen, answer that question with a resounding
yes.

I am writing this on the eve of the elections in
Iraq, and as I watch the coverage I can’t help but
be humbled by the willingness of the Iraqi people
to risk their very lives in order to vote — to begin
the journey to freedom which we take for granted. I
am also humbled as I consider the sacrifices so
many American troops have made to make this day
possible for a people they don’t know and with
whom they have very little in common.

I really believe all of you who have deployed in
support of Operation Enduring Freedom or
Operation Iraqi Freedom, and all of our retirees
who have fought in previous wars, have lived the
Air Force core values and set an example I can on-
ly hope to live up to.

I salute you for your integrity, excellence, and
above all, your service before self!

2D BoMB WING SAFETY OFFICE

RO Safety

Procedures Risk management Observe and act

Kep ur head up while cycling

By TECH. SGT. JOE WINFIELD According to the Barksdale head, be snug (not tight) and
supplement to Air Force
Instruction 31-204, Motor

comfortable, and should not
move more than about an inch in

Head injury is the leading
cause of death in bicycle crashes
and is the most important deter-
minant of bicycle-related perma-
nent disability.

Head injuries account for
more than two-thirds of bicycle-
related hospital admissions and
about one-third of hospital emer-
gency room visits. The estimated
cost of bicycle-related injuries
and deaths for all ages is $8 bil-
lion annually. Although bicyclist
currently account for only 12 per-
cent of all non-motorist traffic fa-
talities, the severity of the type of
injury sustained — head injury
— has long-lasting conse-
quences.

Vehicle Traffic Supervision, para-
graph 4.2.6.2.3, “Persons riding
bicycles on Barksdale AFB shall
wear bicycle helmets approved
by the American National
Standards Institute (ANSI) or the
Snell Memorial Foundation.”
Most helmets of this nature are
sold by retailers and range from
$15 to $125. To identify an ap-
proved helmet, simply look in-
side and find the tag or sticker
marked with either a Snell or
ANSI rating.

Proper fit is also an important
factor. The helmet should be lev-
el on the head and not tilted back,
exposing the forehead. The hel-
met should touch all around the

any direction. A brightly colored
helmet enhances visibility for
motorists and other cyclists. If
you opt for a helmet with mir-
rors, look for a breakaway
mount. The wire type mirror
mounted on eyeglasses can
gouge the eye in a fall. Some hel-
mets come with visors, but these
are not tested for shattering or
snagging in a fall. Bicycle hel-
mets may be used safely for in-
line skating, rollerblades and
scooters. Remember, the best hel-
met is the one that fits the head
the best, not necessarily the most
expensive one or the one rated
“best” by Consumer Reports.

Happy cycling!

Use your head, wear a helmet
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Airman 1st Class Brandon Kusek/The Bombardier

On the dotted line

Col. Michael Moeller, 2d
Bomb Wing commander,
signed the African American
Heritage Committee’s Black
History Month proclamation
at the beginning of the
month. With several events
already taking place, the
month’s activities culminate
at tonight’s Black History
Month banquet at the enlist-
ed club with guest speaker
Col. William Gunn, Depart-
ment of Defense Office of
Military Commissions chief
defense counsel.

Operation Nighthawk tests base

BY J. MANNY GUENDULAY
THE BOMBARDIER

Earlier this month, Barksdale members
were surprised with a random drug screen-
ing as they entered the gate.

About 177 active duty members entering
Barksdale during specified late night hours
were given an order for immediate drug
testing.

The testing, called Operation Night-
hawk, was a joint effort from 2d Security
Forces Squadron, 2d Medical Group, the
Office of Special Investigations Detach-
ment 219 and the 2d Bomb Wing Legal
Office as well as urinalysis observers from
the 2d Maintenance Group.

Col. Michael Moeller, 2d Bomb Wing
commander, directed the initiative as a re-
minder of the Air Force’s anti-drug policy
and because of a recent spike in drug-relat-
ed problems.

“I directed that we conduct Operation
Nighthawk to send a clear message that
drug abuse is not consistent with the Air
Force’s core values or the wing vector and
will not be tolerated here,” Colonel Moeller
said. “We will actively seek out those who
cannot meet our standards — Operation
Nighthawk accomplished that goal.”

Results from the test are not available
yet, said Lt. Col. Gerald Bruce, legal office
chief, but Operation Nighthawk has made
its presence known.

“We need to remind our active duty
members that we are on duty 24/7 and that
we do not tolerate drug abuse,” Colonel

Bruce said. “Although the results of the
drug tests won’t be immediately available,
the test outcomes are secondary to the main
goal of deterring drug abuse, and that is
where we need help.  We encourage every-
one to remind their people that they are al-
ways on duty and that they never know
when or where they will be required to pro-
vide a drug test.”

Mr. Jeffery Hikes, 2d Medical Support
Squadron damage reduction manager, said
random drug testing during weekend hours
can also screen for certain drugs that may
leave the user’s system before a weekly ran-
dom check.

“The use of drugs such as Ecstasy (also
called MDMA) is proving to be a danger to
the health of our military members and may
go undetected at times,” Mr. Hikes said.
“Currently, random weekday duty-hour
testing has proven highly reliable in detect-
ing drugs with long persistence in the body.
However, the new ‘club drugs’ can be virtu-
ally undetectable within 24 to 48 hours of
ingestion. Although these drugs do not per-
sist in the body, their use can cause perma-
nent brain damage, behavioral changes and
possibly lead to death. Random testing is
recommended as an interim measure until
the Department of Defense labs have a cer-
tified reagent on line that is able to detect
Ecstasy and other club drugs four to seven
days after ingestion.”

Mr. Hikes said initiatives like Operation
Nighthawk can help combat the “club drug”
problem as well and ensuring Barksdale
Airmen are “fit to fight.”

Program turns stripes to bars, lets
Airmen pursue technical degrees

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

In 2001, 2d Lt. Christiane Makela was
one step away from leaving the Air Force.
At the time, she was a staff sergeant as-
signed to the 56th Civil Engineer Squadron
at Luke Air Force Base, Ariz.

She changed her mind and traded her
stripes for gold bars via the Airman
Education and Commissioning Program.

Lieutenant Makela was commissioned
through the Air Force ROTC program at
Arizona State University in 2004 and is
now assigned to the 366th CES at Mountain
Home AFB, Idaho.

“It was an opportunity I couldn’t afford
to pass up,” she said. “I was able to go to
school full time and not have to worry about
financial matters due to the fact that I was
still receiving a regular paycheck.”

The program offers active-duty enlisted
Airmen the opportunity to attend college on
a full-time basis, complete degree require-
ments and earn a commission.

“Airmen selected for this program must
pursue one of the Air Force’s sought-after
technical degrees and join an Air Force
ROTC program,” said Col. Steve Wayne,
Air Force ROTC national commander.

Airmen selected for the program remain
on active duty and are administratively as-
signed to an Air Force ROTC detachment,
he said. Besides full pay and benefits, they
receive a scholarship of up to $15,000 per
year for tuition and fees and an annual text-
book allowance of $600.

Before application begins, interested
Airmen must complete a required amount
of college credits, most of which needs to
be completed in a physical classroom.

Barksdale Airmen interested in the pro-
gram should call the education office at
456-2615 and set up an appointment with
an education counselor such as Mr. Jim
Merryman. A counselor will discuss options
and requirements about how members can
become accepted in the program.

The education encourages Airmen inter-
ested in the program to come in and discuss
plans early to expedite the process.

“If an Airman has some school, and the
classes they have taken apply to the re-
quired academic curriculum they can get in-
to the program within two years,” Mr.
Merryman said. “Airmen starting from the
beginning should move quickly. They
should complete their Career Development
Courses quickly, complete their five level,
get involved with the education center and
begin taking classes leading to their major.”

Mr. Merryman also said that once all of
the requirements for application are met, the
office makes sure all applications are cor-
rect, ensuring a high rate of selection.

Last year, only one Barksdale Airman
applied for the program and that Airman
was accepted, he said.

For eligibility requirements and more in-
formation, visit the education office or go
online to the military-restricted Web site at
http://afoats.maxwell.atmil. (Courtesy of
AETC News Service)



Friday, Feb. 25,2005 B

)& The Bombardier

Pentagon, Senate seek
more survivor benefits

BY GERRY GILMORE
AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE

Pentagon leaders and Capitol Hill legislators want to in-
crease the current available combined government death ben-
efit for families of fallen servicemembers by about $250,000.

If enacted, the proposed change essentially would double
the $262,000 now available to families of servicemembers
killed in wartime operations, said Dr. David S.C. Chu, under-
secretary of defense for personnel and readiness, Feb. 1 during
testimony before the Senate Armed Services Committee. The
issue has been under study for two years.

Senior defense leaders “believe that sum ought to be nearer
to $500,000,” Dr. Chu told the panel, by increasing the maxi-
mum coverage offered by the Servicemembers’ Group Life
Insurance program and raising the separate death gratuity pay-
ment.

The current survivor’s death gratuity payment, which is tax
free, is about $12,420. Survivors of servicemembers killed in
war operations can now receive $250,000 in maximum SGLI
coverage, if they elected to do so.

DOD and Senate proposals would increase the death gratu-
ity payment to $100,000 and boost maximum SGLI coverage
to $400,000. The Pentagon would pay the premiums for the
extra $150,000 in SGLI coverage when participating service-
members are deployed in a combat zone.

A plan under discussion, if approved by Congress and the
president, would be retroactive to Oct. 7, 2001, the day
Operation Enduring Freedom began in Afghanistan.

The U.S. government “already provides a significant set of
programs to help the families of those who give their lives in
service to the country,” Dr. Chu said. Current compensation
programs now available to surviving spouses with children
provide about “dollar-for-dollar, what the military member
was earning on active service.”

DOD also provides transitional housing assistance for sur-
viving spouses and children, Dr. Chu said, as well as access to
the Tricare health system and commissary and exchange sys-
tems, and surviving spouse and children’s education benefits.

The proposed increase in survivor’s monetary benefits
would also provide “greater recognition” of the sacrifices
America’s servicemembers have made during the war on ter-
rorism, said Sen. John Warner of Virginia, chairman of the
committee. DOD officials reported Feb. 1 that 1,415
Americans have died in Iraq and 156 others died in
Afghanistan and other wartime theaters during the war on ter-
TOf.

During the hearing, some Senate members said that sur-
vivors of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks were paid an av-
erage of $2 million per family. The proposed changes to G.I.
death benefits for survivors would not apply to families of ser-
vicemembers killed during those terrorist attacks.

“There is nothing in the financial sense,” Dr. Chu said, “that
we can do to replace a lost servicemember.” Yet, the govern-
ment can provide “the appropriate financial tools,” he said, to
comfort surviving spouses and families so they can go for-
ward.
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Count

Your fellow riders are relying on you to be an
ambassador for the sport of motorcycling.
Take the high road by riding responsibly,
obeying traffic laws and keeping the sound
of your bike to a reasonable level.

VMSF (800) 446-9227

SAFETY FOUNGATION® www.msf-usa.org
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Continued from Page 1

Major Mooney said the courses will
initially be taught as part of expedi-
tionary day during the upcoming training
emphasis week March 21 through 25.

“After that, the courses will be transi-
tioned to computer-based training that all
wing members will have access to and
can review at any given time,” he said.
“In addition to the courses, we are look-
ing at increasing the frequency of various
functional meetings. By doing this, we
are able to take advantage of the numer-
ous lessons learned following each AEF
cycle.”

Captain Boschert said he sees a strong
benefit from the developed curriculum.

“The core fundamental that every
Airman should take away from these
courses, regardless of which one they at-
tend, is that the mission at the deployed
location relies on every Airman to be
ready and prepared,” Captain Boschert
said. “That way we will fight and win.”

always
Jfespect

Always respect fellow
riders and the rights
of others by riding
responsibly and
within your skill limit,
obeying traffic laws
and keeping the
sound of your bike to
a reasonable level.

The Bombardier )&
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Retirements
Maj. Kevin Moore

Maj. Kevin Moore, 2d Operations Support Squadron, re-
tires after 20 years of service in a ceremony March 11 at 1
p.m. at the 2d OSS conference room. Dress is casual for civil-
ians and uniform of the day for military. Call Capt. Steve
Brown at 456-1893 for more information.
Master Sgt. Randy Coffman

Master Sgt. Randy Coffman, 2d Maintenance Squadron,
retires after 22 years of service in a ceremony Monday at
noon in the officers club Daedalian Room. Dress is casual for
civilians and uniform of the day for military.

signed to Barksdale since May 1995.

Anyone who may have debts or property related to
Sergeant Douglas’ estate should contact Capt. Gregory
Beaverson, 2d AMXS, at 456-3783.

Airport passes

The Transportation Security Administration issued
Security Directive 1544-01-10w, which allows families of
military members access to escort the military passenger to
the gate or to meet a military passenger’s inbound arrival at
the gate.

Family members must go to the counter of the airline the
military member is flying on and receive a pass to go to the

gate and are required to have a pass and a photo ID to get
through the security checkpoint. This change allows families
to stay with the departing military member longer before they
depart, or to be able to greet them at the gate upon their arrival.

OSC scholarships

The Barksdale Officers Spouses Club distributed scholar-
ship applications to counselors of Bossier and Caddo Parish
High schools. Applications can also be picked up at the edu-
cation office, Family Support Center, officers club, enlisted
club and the Thrift Shop. The deadline for completed appli-
cations is March 21. Call Mrs. Cindie Latke at 572-8491 for
more information.

Promotion ceremony

Barksdale’s monthly promotion cere-
mony is scheduled Tuesday at 3 p.m. at
Hoban Hall. All participants should be in
place at 1 p.m. in service dress. Call
Master Sgt. Nanette Weekly at 456-6006
for more information.

Banquets
2d Maintenance Group

The 2d Maintenance Group Mainten-
ance Professional of the Year banquet is
scheduled March 11 at Hoban Hall at 6
p-m. Dress is casual for civilians and
BDUs for military. Cost is $15 for techni-
cal sergeants and above and $10 for staff
sergeants and below. Call Senior Master
Sgt. Steven Chandler at 456-5188 or
Tech. Sgt. Jonathan Wilkens at 456-3320
for more information.
8th Air Force

The 8th Air Force Outstanding Airmen
of the Year banquet is scheduled March
10 at 6 p.m. in Hoban Hall. Guest speak-
er is the fifth Chief Master Sergeant of the
Air Force Robert Gaylor. Call Senior
Master Sgt. Joseph Spacek at 456-4199
or Master Sgt. David Bennett at 456-
4721 for more information.

Absentee voting

To absentee vote in local and state
elections through 2005, fill out and mail a
Standard Form 76, Federal Post Card
Registration and Absentee Ballot
Request, to local election officials.
Members can also see unit or group vot-
ing assistance points of contact and fill
out a hard copy. The form is available at
ww.fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.html.

Tax center

The tax center is located in the base-
ment of the Military Personnel Flight
building and is open Mondays through
Fridays from 8 to 11 am. and 1 to 4 p.m.
Walk-in service is Tuesdays and
Thursdays for 1040EZ’s. Appointments
can be scheduled Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays for all other types of returns.

To make an appointment call 456-
4765, 456-7489, 456-7487, 456-7486 or
456-7491. The tax center recommends
appointments for all returns other than
1040EZ’s.

Notice of active-duty death
Master Sgt. Raymond Douglas, 2d
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, died
Feb. 18. Sergeant Douglas entered the Air
Force March 12, 1981, and has been as-




Medals updated in

personnel system

WIRE REPORTS

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE,
Texas — Air Force officials have com-
pleted a batch update to currently reflect
award of the Korean Defense Service
Medal and Global War on Terrorism-
Expeditionary Medal in the military
personnel data system.

Air Force Personnel Center officials
at Randolph recently completed a mass
decorations update for more than 69,000
active duty Airmen who were perma-
nently assigned to Korea, earning the
Korean medal. An additional 114,000
updates for the expeditionary medal
were completed for active duty Airmen
deployed to Southwest Asia supporting
Operations Enduring Freedom or Iraqi
Freedom since Sept. 11, 2001.

Airmen eligible to wear either medal
can view their decoration history in vir-
tual military personnel flight to verify
the update was successful. They can
contact their commander’s support staff
if they qualified for either decoration,
but their decoration history was not up-
dated. If the entitlement is verified, sup-
port staff Airmen will fax the appropri-
ate letter to the AFPC contact center for
update.

Each medal will only be awarded
once, regardless of how many times an
individual returns to serve in the respec-
tive theater, officials said. There are no
service stars or other devices author-
ized; however, battle stars may be au-
thorized with the GWOT for people
who engaged in actual combat. The
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is
the approving authority for battle stars.

The medals initially will be issued by
local MPFs as they become available
and are also available through the Army
and Air Force Exchange Service.

For more information on criteria for
issue and wear of each medal, visit
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/awards/Rece
ntly%?20approved%20awards.htm, or
call the AFPC contact center at (800)
616-3775. (Courtesy of Air Force Print
News)

THE ONLY HOLE
YOU CAN'T DIG OUT OF
IS ABOUT SIX FEET DEEP ...

CALL YOUR BASE CHAPLAIN, LIFE SKILLS COUNSELORS,
1-800-SUICIDE (784-2433)
oW —
ARE THINKINC

ONE SUICIDE IS ONE TOO MANY
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Check this out

Master Sgt. Michael Kaplan, 2d Communications Squadron, talks to a sales
representative as they look at a state-of-the-art laptop specialized for a heavy-
duty work environment, at a technical exposition at Hoban Hall Feb. 17.

Tech. Sgt. Robert Horstman/2d CS

TSP limitations end July 1

BY GERRY GILMORE
AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE

Defense Department civilians and ser-
vicemembers building tax-free retirement
accounts through the Thrift Savings Plan
soon will be able to change their investment
options at any time instead of just twice a
year.

Current biannual TSP “open season™ in-
vestment-choice windows will end July 1,
said Army Lt. Col. Janet Fenton, executive
director of the Armed Forces Tax Council.
TSP participants, she said, will be able to
switch their retirement account options at
any time.

Colonel Fenton said “there’s not going to
be the two open seasons during the year”
where people can sign up for the retirement
savings and investment program, change
their contribution levels or change invest-
ment options.

Military people and civilians covered by
the Civil Service Retirement System can
contribute up to 10 percent of their pay-
check to establish tax-free retirement ac-
counts that grow from accumulated savings
and investments in bonds, stocks and inter-

national funds. Employees covered by the
Federal Employees Retirement System can
contribute up to 15 percent in 2005. From
2006 on, no limit will apply to any partici-
pants in TSP.

Another TSP change also slated to start
July 1 gives participants the choice of hav-
ing a financial manager automatically ad-
just how funds are invested as market con-
ditions change, officials said.

“They’ll move you from equities to
bonds when you need to,” Colonel Fenton
said, which should assist participants in
maximizing their contributions.

Servicemembers have been eligible to
establish tax-free TSP retirement accounts
since January 2002, she said.

Establishing a TSP account is a good
idea even for those servicemembers who do
not serve long enough to qualify for a pen-
sion, Colonel Fenton said. TSP funds accu-
mulated during military service, she said,
can be transferred to participating federal
agency TSPs if a departing servicemember
takes a government civilian job.

TSP savings can also be rolled into non-
governmental civilian employers’ individ-
ual retirement accounts, the colonel said.
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70)95 in Blue pe'zéo'cmj

STAFF REPORTS

Tops in Blue, the premiere enter-
tainment showcase of the Air Force,
performed Tuesday at the Bossier
Civic Center.

After celebrating their 50th an-
niversary in 2003, Tops in Blue kept
up its whirlwind tour schedule by vis-
iting all the bases throughout the
United States and to more than 23 for-
eign countries. Their tour schedule
spans more than 130 locations and
more than 150 shows and also in-
cludes entertaining forward-deployed
troops in various locations in Iraq,
Qatar, Afghanistan and Kuwait.

Tops in Blue’s last performance at
Barksdale was in July 2003 and was
performed on the base football field in
front of the sports and fitness center.

Airman 1st Class Christian Martinez belts

. Photos by Airman 1st Class
out a cappella during a gospel song.

Trina Flannagan, 2d CS

Airman 1st Class Christian Martinez “strikes a pose” while Senior Airman Airman 1st Class David Weaver and 1st Lt. Carlos Jayme play dueling fiddles as
Stacy Bensing performs Madonna’s “Vogue.” they perform a rendition of Charlie Daniels’ Band’s “Devil went down to Georgia.”
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Senior Airman Antonio Dandridge leads the Tops in Blue chorus during “Proud to be an American” at the end of the show.






